SIR HENRY ROSCOE
I suppose for nearly forty years practically every English-speaking student of chemistry began by reading the Lessons.
By the time he left Owens its Chemical Department had become the best organised and the best equipped in the country, attended by over a hundred students. It was the first in England to have a Professor of Organic Chemistry, Schorlemmer, who was appointed in 1874 after having been a demonstrator for thirteen years. The department was a pioneer in yet another respect, for the Dalton Chemical Scholarship, established in 1856 in memory of Dalton, was to be awarded to the student in the chemical laboratory who did the best piece of original research. This was the first scholarship in England awarded for original research.
Besides his academic work, Roscoe did much by his own personal efforts to promote the application of science to industry. The manufacturers in Lancashire believed in him and were constantly coming to consult him as to the way they should get over difficulties which had cropped up in their works. He had a private laboratory at the College in which he made experiments to solve such problems. (He was a very genial and hospitable man and immensely popular with his students, and often asked them to his house, I remember on one occasion when I was there, von Helmholtz, the great German physicist, and his daughter were staying in the house. It was the custom in those days for the hostess after dinner to ask some ladies who had been at the dinner to sing. Mrs Roscoe asked Miss Helmholtz, who said she would sing a certain song if someone would play the accompaniment. No one offered to do so, so she beckoned to her father and he came and sat down to the piano ; she hummed the tune, and he for a
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